j2                      THE  TWO   CONSTITUTIONS

its fame stood so high as in the 1830$ and 18405, and
it must be remembered that the Senate is a body in
which every State is equally represented so that its
supremacy was proof that the States were the pre-
dominant element in the Constitution and that the
fears of an earlier generation that State powers would
wither under the blight of the central authority had
proved unfounded.

In the second generation of the Constitution's life,
as in the first, time was allowed to do its work. When
de Tocqueville wrote his Democracy in America,
which was published in 1835, there was Jio hint of
irony about his title. Democracy was what he found,
and as he was more interested in results than in
origins, it did not concern him that a common resolve
to avert the danger of democratic excesses was what
had principally kept the Philadelphia Convention to-
gether. So admirably did the political framework
that they devised correspond to the requirements
of an expanding and developing community that it
could accomodate itself to a transformation of the
spirit within it; and when the crisis came in 1860 no
American on either side really doubted that the coun-
try's institutions were suited to the genius of the
people, though there was room for passionate dispute
about the meaning of those institutions in the last
resort. When the Southern States seceded and set up
their separate Confederation, the Constitution that
they gave themselves differed surprisingly little from
that drawn up at Philadelphia seventy years earlier.
After the Civil War the development of the United